
2021 Timeline (Jan-June)

February March  January June May April 

1. Commissioned by Defra to 
facilitate expert consultation on 
the development of a soil 
structure monitoring scheme.

4. Meeting 
with Minister 
Rebecca Pow 
and fellow 
Defra 
Minister, 
Victoria 
Prentis, to 
update them 
on SSA work 
and policy 
asks. 

2. Responded to Defra’s 
Regulatory Review on the 
Farming Rules for Water.

3. Responded to EFRA 
Committee Inquiry on 
Environmental Land 
Management and the 
Agricultural Transition.

5. Responded to the Department for 
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy 
(BEIS) Greenhouse Gas Removals call for 
evidence. 

6. Stakeholder workshop on the 
development of Defra’s soil 
structure monitoring scheme and 
to establish consensus on the 
proposed metrics.

7. Responded to the 
Red Tractor Standards 
2021 Review.

9. The ‘Sustainable Urban Soil Health 
Initiative’ working group (SUSHI) met 
with Minister Rebecca Pow to discuss 
the updating of the Defra construction 
code of practice.

8. Responded to the 
Agriculture (Wales) 
White Paper.

10. Commissioned by the WWF and 
Tesco partnership to research the 
scale and ambition of soil initiatives 
undertaken by major UK food 
businesses. 

11. Published a briefing note on 
where soil sits within the SFI 
pilot. 

12. Published a briefing note on soil’s 
critical place in the SFI roll out and a 
table on both Soil Standards with the 
requirements for Introductory, 
Intermediate and Advanced levels.

13. Invited to help shape the soil 
component of the Global Farm Metric 
(GFM).

14. Organised a SoilTalks 
webinar as part of uksoils on 
‘Bringing Soils to Life: Getting 
the public excited about 
soils’.

15. Launched new SSA 
website. 

Projects  Outputs  Political Engagement  Public engagement  Collaborations 

https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/projects/soil-monitoring/2-uncategorised/455-our-work-projects-monitoring-defra-structure
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/projects/soil-monitoring/2-uncategorised/455-our-work-projects-monitoring-defra-structure
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/8-FRW-Review.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/8-FRW-Review.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/ELM-and-the-agricultural-transition-SSA-Response-Jan-21.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/ELM-and-the-agricultural-transition-SSA-Response-Jan-21.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/BEIS-Call-Evidence-GGR-Soil-Carbon.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/BEIS-Call-Evidence-GGR-Soil-Carbon.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/projects/soil-monitoring/2-uncategorised/455-our-work-projects-monitoring-defra-structure
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/projects/soil-monitoring/2-uncategorised/455-our-work-projects-monitoring-defra-structure
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/Red_Tractor_Consulation_Responsedocx.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/Red_Tractor_Consulation_Responsedocx.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/projects/urban-and-development-soils
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/projects/urban-and-development-soils
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/SSA-Welsh-White-Paper-Response-March-21docx.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/SSA-Welsh-White-Paper-Response-March-21docx.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/projects/soil-in-the-supply-chain
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/projects/soil-in-the-supply-chain
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/SFI_and_Soil_backgrounder_May_21docx.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/SFI_and_Soil_backgrounder_May_21docx.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/projects/incentivisation
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/projects/incentivisation
https://sustainablefoodtrust.org/key-issues/sustainability-metrics/
https://uksoils.org/soiltalks-03
https://uksoils.org/soiltalks-03
https://sustainablesoils.org
https://sustainablesoils.org


2021 Timeline (Jul-Dec)

August SeptemberJuly December NovemberOctober

16. Commissioned by Defra to help 
explore how England’s soil maps 
could better support the delivery 
of environmental policies and 
national commitments. 

18. Public and stakeholder 
event “Landscape to 
carbonscape: the roadmap to 
a soil carbon market place”  
in collaboration with the Soil 
Association. 

17. UK Farm Soil Carbon Code 
Consortium awarded a grant 
under the Environment 
Agency’s Investment 
Readiness Fund to develop 
and pilot the Code. 

19. Collaborated with the Soil Association and the 
Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust to lobby and 
brief peers and MPs for soils to be properly reflected 
in England’s Environment Bill.

20. Commissioned by Defra to work 
on the 2nd phase of the 
development of a soil structure 
monitoring scheme. 

23. Stakeholder 
workshop on the draft 
Soil in the UK Supply 
Chain report to discuss 
its outcomes with 
participating 
businesses and other 
stakeholders.

22. Contributed to the Soil 
Association’s report ‘Saving our Soils’ - 
providing an assessment of UK soils 
policies.

25. Second virtual 
stakeholder event for 
the UK Farm Soil 
Carbon Code.

24. Stakeholder 
workshop for Defra 
on the Future 
Requirements for 
England’s Soil Maps.

26. Responded to the 
Agricultural Transition in 
Scotland Consultation.

Projects  Outputs  Political Engagement  Public engagement  Collaborations 

27. Responded to the 
Northern Ireland Food 
Strategy Framework 
Consultation.

28. Published report Soil in 
the UK Supply Chain: How the 
food and drink industry can 
support the transition to 
sustainable, regenerative 
agriculture and Net Zero, 
ahead of World Soil Day.

https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/projects/soil-mapping
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/projects/soil-mapping
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/July_14_Soil_Carbon_market_place_summary.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/July_14_Soil_Carbon_market_place_summary.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/NEIRF_Grant_Win_PR_July_21_FINAL_1.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/NEIRF_Grant_Win_PR_July_21_FINAL_1.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/NEIRF_Grant_Win_PR_July_21_FINAL_1.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/political-engagement
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/political-engagement
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/political-engagement
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/political-engagement
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/projects/soil-monitoring/2-uncategorised/455-our-work-projects-monitoring-defra-structure
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/projects/soil-monitoring/2-uncategorised/455-our-work-projects-monitoring-defra-structure
https://www.soilassociation.org/media/22963/saving-our-soils-report.pdf
https://www.soilassociation.org/media/22963/saving-our-soils-report.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/political-engagement/2-uncategorised/512-uk-farm-soil-carbon-code-stakeholder-workshop-nov-21
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/political-engagement/2-uncategorised/512-uk-farm-soil-carbon-code-stakeholder-workshop-nov-21
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/projects/soil-mapping
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/projects/soil-mapping
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/Soil_Maps_Workshop_Agenda_Finaldocx.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/Soil_Maps_Workshop_Agenda_Finaldocx.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/Soil_Maps_Workshop_Agenda_Finaldocx.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/Ag_Transition_in_Scotland_for_websitedocx.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/Ag_Transition_in_Scotland_for_websitedocx.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/Northern_Ireland_Food_Strategy_Framework_Consultation_for_websitedocx.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/images/pdf/Northern_Ireland_Food_Strategy_Framework_Consultation_for_websitedocx.pdf
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/projects/soil-in-the-supply-chain
https://sustainablesoils.org/our-work/projects/soil-in-the-supply-chain

